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Executive Summary

The archaeological heritage of Grand Pré and area is a key element of its significance and of its
reasons for being recognized locally and nationally. Since the late 19th century and actively in
the early 20th century, both amateur archaeologists and professionals located and recorded
information about their finds, including stone tools, remains of houses, or various domestic
objects. Today, that heritage is protected and managed by the provincial and the federal
governments on lands under their jurisdiction.

The purpose of the strategy is to create a framework for the collaboration between Landscape
of Grand Pré Incorporated, the three levels of government — the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia, the
Nova Scotia Department of Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage, and Parks Canada, to
manage the archaeological heritage of Grand Pré and area. This collaboration aims to ensure
the effective protection, conservation, and monitoring of archaeological heritage of the
property inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 2012.

This strategy relies on existing provincial and federal legislation and policies. It outlines roles
and responsibilities within that legislative context to implement effective management
approaches. It also aims to provide a framework for the engagement of the municipal
authorities, academic and research institutions, residents, and other communities of interest in
protecting the area’s archaeological heritage. It relies on the principle that meaningful
protection is accomplished through engaged stewardship of a variety of groups.

Throughout the inscription process, including in the final UNESCO review, the archaeological
richness of the landscape, including a site from the archaic period, played a major role in the
inscription.

In 2021, further to a recommendation of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), the Board
established a program to provide financial support to landowners for conducting archaeological
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assessments. To date, about a dozen projects have been carried out. The TAC established a
subcommittee in early 2021 to review and update the archaeology strategy. The subcommittee
was comprised of Anne Curry (as the former Chair of the TAC), Catherine Cottreau-Robins,
Rebecca Duggan-Dunham, Heather MacLeod-Leslie, and the Executive Director. The review of
the strategy was completed in early 2025 under the leadership of Beverly Boyd, the TAC’s
current Chair.

The subcommittee carried out an extensive page-by-page review of the strategy as the original
document had been completed in haste and that members of the original committee were not
given an opportunity to sign off on the document. The most significant changes to the strategy
focus on Mi’kmaw inclusion and presence on the landscape as well as climate change. The
document was shared with respective directors at the Province of Nova Scotia, with Parks
Canada and with the Chief and Council of the Glooscap First Nation. Comments were
incorporated in the final draft.

The archaeology strategy is a living document which will need to be revised and updated as
conditions change, especially climate change issues and new development projects. It is a
valuable tool because it recognizes all archaeological heritage of the Landscape. It promotes a
collaborative approach and avoids the creation of pressure situations by having an agreed upon
system in place for protecting archaeological resources and making informed decisions. In
essence, it provides a proactive approach to managing archaeological resources.

The revised strategy was approved by the Board of Directors of Landscape of Grand Pré
Incorporated on May 23, 2025.
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