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Message from the Chair
I am pleased to report that over the past year the 
four standing committees of Landscape of Grand 
Pré Inc. have been busy addressing the strategic 
priorities of the Corporation. I would like to thank 
our numerous committee members dedicated to 
the work of the Corporation. 

The work of the Corporation derives from its 
mission, which is to protect, preserve and promote 
the Landscape of Grand Pré World Heritage Site. 
This mission is further articulated in the strategic 
plan adopted by the Board of Directors in 2018. 
In February 2021, the Corporation launched a 
Request for Proposals for the development of a 
visitor experience concept and feasibility study 
(VECFS) for the Landscape of Grand Pré World 
Heritage Site. We received a number of excellent 
proposals, and in March 2021 the Corporation 
awarded a contract to EVOQ Strategies to carry 
out the VECFS.

The Corporation is in the process of updating the 
strategy for the management and conservation 
of the archaeological heritage of the Landscape. 
The Board has approved a pilot initiative which 
will provide support to landowners in protecting 
the archaeological heritage of the Landscape 
and its buffer zone. We are also updating the 
management plan for the Landscape as well as 
the Memorandum of Understanding signed by the 
member organizations.

Because of the pandemic, the Corporation has 
had to communicate with stakeholders and 
communities through virtual tools. We have also 
distributed a newsletter in the Grand Pré area 
communities. Hopefully, in 2021/2022, we will be 
able to engage with communities more directly 
through an open house.

On a personal note, I find that chairing a Board of 
Directors comprising individuals with a variety of 
backgrounds and interests, all working together 
for the benefit of the Landscape we are privileged 
to share with the world, is interesting and very 
satisfying.

Yours sincerely,

—Beverly Palmeter
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Background

The Landscape of Grand Pré became Cana-
da’s 16th World Heritage Site, inscribed by 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), on June 
30th, 2012. The 13-square-kilometre site is 
located on the Bay of Fundy’s Minas Basin in 
Nova Scotia’s Annapolis Valley, which is part 
of the Mi’kmaw people’s unceded homeland of 
Mi’kma’ki. UNESCO World Heritage Sites are 
recognized for their “Outstanding Universal 
Value” for humanity as a whole, having cultural 
and/or natural significance which is so excep-
tional as to transcend national boundaries and 
to be of common importance for present and 
future generations throughout the world.

For the Landscape of Grand Pré, the elements 
of Outstanding Universal Value were identified 
under two criteria:
Criterion (v) “An outstanding example of a tra-
ditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use 
which is representative of a culture (or cultures), 
or human interaction with the environment espe-
cially when it has become vulnerable under the 
impact of irreversible change”:

The cultural landscape of Grand Pré bears 
exceptional testimony to a traditional farming 
settlement created in the 17th century by the 
Acadians in a coastal zone with tides that are 
among the highest in the world. The polderisation 
used traditional techniques of dykes, aboiteaux 
and a drainage network, as well as a community-
based management system still in use today. The 
resultant rich alluvial soil enabled continuous and 
sustainable agricultural development.

Criterion (vi) “Directly or tangibly associated 
with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with 
beliefs, with artistic and literary works of out-
standing universal significance”:

Grand Pré is the iconic place of remembrance 
of the Acadian diaspora, dispersed by the Grand 
Dérangement, in the second half of the 18th 
century. Its polder landscape and archaeological 
remains are testimony to the values of a culture 
of pioneers able to create their own territory, 
whilst living in harmony with the native Mi’kmaw 
people. Its memorial constructions form the centre 
of the symbolic re-appropriation of the land of 
their origins by the Acadians, in the 20th century, 
in a spirit of peace and cultural sharing with the 
English-speaking community.
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